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Composition II: Rhetorical Writing & Research
Spring 2013
Instructor Contact
	Professor
	Dr. Denise Landrum-Geyer

	Office 
	CAM 224C

	Office
Hours
	TBA

	Phone 
	580.774.3086

	E-mail 
	denise.landrumgeyer@swosu.edu

	Twitter
	@denisejeannee


Course Information
	Course Name 
	Composition II

	Course ID & Section
	ENG 1213, sections 1923/1926/1928

	Credit Hours 
	3

	Semester/Year 
	Spring 2013

	Location
	TR 11am, 12:30pm, 2pm


Course Description

Training for skills in communication, as in ENGL 1113, but a higher level. Research and argument emphasized. (from course catalog). Successful completion of ENG 1113: Composition I is required to enroll in this course.
Course Objectives
In this course, you will 

· Consider the situations in which you will compose and research as you progress through college;

· Seek to develop a deeper understanding of the world around us and your place in that world;

· Explore the kinds of writing, reading, and research you might do in your chosen major;

· Develop your communication and analysis skills; 

· Create both traditional essays and other kinds of multimedia projects;  

· Consider the rhetorical appropriateness of different genres to convey your ideas; 

· Work with MLA and APA citation styles;

· Evaluate the ways in which different kinds of research can be useful to you as a writer.  

· Discuss the ways in which access to different technologies affect the ways we write;

· Develop other individual goals in this class, which will lead to other course objectives.  

Above all, this course will serve as an opportunity to develop a community of thinkers and writers willing to listen to and respect each other’s opinions. 

Course Materials
Books can be found at any of the local bookstores (Follett’s or Ratcliffe’s) and online.

· Howard, Rebecca Moore. Writing Matters. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2011. (abbreviated as WM on class schedules)
· An access card for the Connect Composition website (usually packaged with book).
Other Materials you should have readily available.
· Paper (can be loose leaf, notebook, legal pad, etc., as long as it is readable).

· Writing Utensils (pen, pencil, crayon, anything but your own blood, as long as it is readable).

· A folder or one-section notebook for your informal writing responses (see below for more information about journals).

· Some form of digital back-up for your work (flash drive, external hard drive, Dropbox, using your locker space on D2L, etc.).

· You must have regular access to a computer (with internet access), in order to prepare and deliver course projects to me as well as receive other information (such as class news or other readings). If you have a laptop, feel free to bring it to class if you would like, but make sure the battery has juice when you come to class. I cannot guarantee that you will have easy access to an outlet to plug in for charging. If you don’t have access to a computer, please let me know as soon as possible. 

· A college dictionary and thesaurus are always useful (hardbound, phone app, or online).

· Above all, keep all of your papers and materials for this class together in one folder (on your computer and/or in real life) or binder. DO NOT THROW ANYTHING AWAY.

Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit

Your projects must be handed in (either online or in person, depending on the project) by the assigned project deadline. If you know in advance that you will not be able to turn in a project the day it is due, please discuss this with me and we will make arrangements as needed. I realize emergencies do happen, especially when we deal with technology, so we will discuss contingency plans in class for turning in assignments if there are technical problems. I advise uploading your project to D2L the night before a project is due to avoid any last-minute problems, though.

Evaluation and Grading

I use a point system for course grading. Major projects are worth a varying number of points that correspond to an A through F scale. Each major project will have a grade rubric specific to the assignment that will be developed over the course of the project sequence. Informal writing assignments will be assigned a variable number of points, which will combine to create your overall “informal writing” grade in the course.  We will discuss the evaluation of student work repeatedly during the semester. 
I use the “Grades” feature on the class D2L site to keep your grades updated as the semester progresses, so be sure to check the D2L site occasionally. Midterm grades will be distributed in October (I will announce the specific date at a later time).

Grade weighting and tentative due dates for major projects are as follows:

Course Components                                     #points     Peer Response    Final
	Participation/Good Citizenship
	320
	N/A
	N/A

	Informal Writing Responses
	100+
	N/A
	N/A

	 “Discussion Launch”: article summary
	50
	   
	   

	 “Let’s chat”: interview write-up 
	100
	   
	   

	“Goin’ to the library”: annotated bib & outline
	100
	  
	   

	“Now what”: genre analysis 
	50
	
	

	 “Here’s what I have to say”: persuasive text (150) + memo (50)
	200
	   
	   


Writing projects total 500 points. Participation & Informal Writing total at least 420 points.

There is no final exam in 1213; instead, we will have a group share of persuasive texts for extra credit during finals week at the following times:

Revision: A large part of this class focuses on writing as a process, not just the final product.  With this in mind, you will have the opportunity to revise three of your projects for a higher grade (sequence I, II, or III).  You will have up to three weeks after the original project is returned to you to decide to revise the project, conference with me, and then substantially revise the text (this, of course, depends on the time left in the semester). Keep in mind that revision goes beyond editing for grammar errors and changing a few words.  Revision means “re-seeing” the paper in a new way and will require substantial change in the content, organization, and/or support you provide.

I will reassess the revised project, but don’t worry about getting a lower grade if you try something different.  The highest grade you receive (whether it is on the revised version or the original version) will stand.  This is a chance for you to experiment further with new forms and ways of thinking; the revision part of your grade is based on the effort you make to truly re-think and change your papers.  This is where trying and taking risks pay off.
Informal Writing Responses (at least 100 points): Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to compose short responses in which you outline your reactions, observations, questions, and ideas about class discussions and assigned readings; these responses will be a combination of responses to assigned questions/topics and opportunities to brainstorm, prewrite, and draft your major project, which you will post online in discussion forums. I will also ask you to email me occasionally about your major projects, which also count as part of your informal writing component. I suggest you compile all of your responses in one folder on your computer as the semester progresses in addition to posting the responses on forums. The final point total in this category will depend on the total number of responses we compose over the course of the semester.

Participation/Good Citizenship (320 points): In order for this class to run smoothly, we must all attend and participate on a regular basis.  This includes being prepared for class, participating in large and small group discussions, giving oral presentations to class, participating in peer responses, having drafts when asked in class, attending scheduled conferences with me, and being respectful to others in class as a listener and participant. I award daily points for attending and participating in class. The breakdown is as follows:

· If you come to class prepared to work (you did the homework and have it with you, you participate in large/small group discussions, do any in-class work assigned, and stay attentive), you receive 10 points for the day. 
· If you come to class unprepared and/or do not do the work asked of you or you goof off, you will receive 5 points for the day.
· If you are not in class or you fall asleep in class, you receive 0 (zero) points for the day. This applies to excused and unexcused absences equally—if you are not in class, you cannot make up the participation points for that day.
· On peer response days, the points double: you receive 20 points if you come to class with a draft ready for peer feedback, 10 points if you come to class but are not prepared for a peer response, and 0 points if you skip the peer response day entirely.
Attendance Policy
The SWOSU attendance policy states “The administration and faculty of SWOSU expect students to attend regularly the classes in which they are enrolled. . . Students may be withdrawn from a course for excessive absences upon the request of the instructor.”  In order for this class to run smoothly, we must all attend and participate on a regular basis.  This includes being prepared for class, participating in large and small group discussions, giving oral presentations to the class, participating in peer responses, bringing drafts to class, attending scheduled conferences with me, and being respectful to others in class as a listener and participant. With this in mind, I expect you to be in class, ready to participate, every day.  

If you know that you will miss a class for any reason, please contact me in advance to let me know.  I also realize unexpected events may occur; if an unexpected situation arises that will cause you to miss multiple class sessions, please let me know as soon as possible. If you communicate with me, we can figure something out. If you will miss a class/multiple classes due to a university-sponsored event (game, concert, etc.), please let me know as soon as possible in writing (email, note from coach, etc.).  If you miss more than nine class sessions, I strongly recommend you drop the course, as it will be difficult for you to make up the lost points.

Keep in mind that if you come prepared to every class, including peer response days, you can earn over the 150 points indicated here, which can provide extra points that can make up for other areas…
Conferences: Because every writer brings a unique context to his or her writing situation, I believe it is important to allow for one-on-one discussions about writing over the course of the semester. With this in mind, I will offer you the opportunity to come to my office and conference with me about each of your major writing projects. You can conference with me as much as you want as the semester progresses; as part of your participation grade, though, I require you to come to one conference with me during the semester (which is 10 points of your participation grade). You can conference with me about any of your projects (other than your essay exam while you are drafting it). After you meet with me for your required conference, any other conferences will count as extra credit toward your overall participation grade (5 points per conference). I know we are all busy people, so I will offer a variety of conference times over the course of the semester, and I will occasionally cancel a class session to hold conferences instead.

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of works or ideas of another person as your own, whether intentional or unintentional as well as turning in your own work in multiple classes with discussing it with your instructors beforehand. Plagiarism is considered a prohibited activity in the student code of conduct, and there are a variety of potential consequences for engaging in prohibited activities listed in the student handbook (which can be found under the “Academics” section of the SWOSU “Current Students” page: http://www.swosu.edu/students/current.asp). Please read the official policy on plagiarism at SWOSU in the student handbook for more information.

For the purposes of this class, the first time you are caught intentional plagiarizing, you will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment and you will not have the opportunity to revise for a higher grade. If you are caught plagiarizing multiple times, you may be asked to meet with the Dean of Students and/or Language & Literature Department Chair, which could result in your getting kicked out of the class. We will discuss the difference between intentional & unintentional plagiarism in class.
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Keep in mind issues of plagiarism in all of the work you do for this class. Your classmates and I want to read your brilliant insights, not someone else’s.

Disability Statement
If you have a documented or undocumented learning disability, or any other disability, please speak to me about it as soon as possible.  If you feel you may need additional support or adaptations during the semester, do not hesitate to discuss this with me at any time.  The Dean of Students’ office, in Stafford Room 214, can also provide you with helpful information and support. For more information, please check out the Dean’s website (http://www.swosu.edu/studentdean/ada.asp) or the student handbook (which can be found under the “Academics” section of the SWOSU “Current Students” page: http://www.swosu.edu/students/current.asp).  

Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.
Third-Party Software and FERPA

During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these are required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identifiable/sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.


